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FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL AND 
NEW START TIME

SUPPLY LISTS

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear MAMS Families,

I am so excited to welcome you to the 2022-2023 school year! As we get 
ready to open the new year, we are preparing for our first "normal" start to 
school in several years. When students return, they can expect to use their 
lockers throughout the day, to eat together in the cafeteria, and to follow a 
typical middle school schedule. These routines make a huge difference 
towards developing a strong middle school community!     

As we begin (or continue!) our work together, please know that I am eager to 
work with you to make the middle school experience the best that it can be 
for your child. Reach out any time.  

Megan Hayes Teague, Principal

Recently, we became aware that Walmart has posted a back to school list on 
behalf of many area schools. This list was not created with input from our 
school, and may lead you toward buying unnecessary items. Each middle 
school team has created a supply list, which includes course specific items, as 
well as optional donations. You can find your child?s team list HERE. That said, 
we recognize that not every family is able to make this happen.  If a family is 
able, it would be helpful to our staff for students to arrive with these supplies 
by the second week of school.  MAMS will provide school supplies to any 
student who needs them. Please reach out to your child?s counselor, 
homeroom teacher, or to me directly if you have questions or concerns, or 
need assistance. 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Our First  Day of School is Monday, 

August 29. Students may enter the 

school building at 7:20am, grab 

breakfast, and head up to their team 

area. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL START TIME

Students must report  to their 

advisor by 7:35am for morning 

attendance. Students arriving after 

7:35am should report  to the Main 

Office with a note from home for an 

excused tardy slip. Without a note, 

tardies will be marked unexcused. 

This earlier start  t ime brings us 

closer to our pre-pandemic 

beginning of the day.

There will be many staff on hand to 

help new and returning students to 

find their way. If you have any 

quest ions about school bus pick up 

and drop off, please contact the 

MSAD 75 Transportat ion Dept . at  

729-1608.   
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SIXTH GRADE ICE 
CREAM SOCIAL

TEAM PLACEMENT

IMPORTANT DATES

We will be hosting our annual Sixth 

Grade Meet-and-Greet for 

incoming sixth graders on 

Wednesday, August 24, 

4:30-5:30pm. All incoming sixth 

graders (and their parents) are 

invited to drop in any time within 

the hour for this fun event.  There 

will be a teacher-family meet and 

greet, building tours, and * of 

course*  ice cream! We look forward 

to helping our newest students 

settle into the middle school 

community!

Nor t h Bay St af f ing 

Kym Granger, SS

Major Wheelock, Science

Melissa Cribby, Math

Shannon Swanson, ELA

Sout h Bay St af f ing

Andrea Brown, SS

Amy Brown, Science

Mollie Vandenberg, Math

Marianne Warner, ELA

Special Services

Suyapa Yost

Marjorie Wise

 

 

- Weds., August 24: Sixth Grade Ice Cream Social 4:30 - 5:30p
- Monday, August 29: First Day of School
- Wednesday, August 31 (and all Weds.): Late Start, 8:30a
- Friday, September 2: No School, Holiday Weekend
- Monday, September 5: No School, Labor Day
- Weds, September 14: MAMS Parent Academy, 5:30 - 6:15p
- Weds, September 14: MAMS Curriculum Night, 6:30 - 7:15p
- Thursday, October 20: School Picture Day

Letters to each parent with their child?s sixth grade team placement 

information were sent home this week.  Our counselors and teachers, 

in collaboration with fifth grade teachers and parent feedback, placed 

our sixth graders on one of our two sixth grade teams: South Bay and 

North Bay.  As a reminder, all of our teams are named after bodies of 

water for a reason.  The team they are placed on in sixth grade 

determines the team they will ?flow? into for their seventh and eighth 

grade years (see ?Teamography Map? above). 

A reminder that rising seventh and eighth graders met their teachers 

last spring during Step Up Day. If you are unsure about your child's 

team placement, please don't hesitate to reach out to me. 



PARENT DROP-OFF & PICK-UP

As we are continuing to anticipate higher than average numbers of parents transporting their students to and from 

school, we will continue with the arrival and dismissal procedures that we implemented last year. Staff will be outside 

daily helping to direct traffic. 

We ask that all parents park in authorized spaces and follow all traffic rules. Please note that the front parking lot is 

one-way. The other lots have two-way traffic. Please be cautious when driving through parking lots and when backing 

up as students may be crossing to get to or from the building.

ARRIVAL

Parents will continue to drop their children off around the front of the building by turning right into the front staff 

parking lot, pulling up to the second crosswalk and looping into the drop off lane (see diagram below).

Parent s m ay begin drop of f  at  7:20am  (or  8:20am  on lat e-st ar t  Wednesdays). All st udent s m ust  be in advisory 

no lat er  t han 7:35am  for  a br ief  check-in and m orning at t endance. 

No st udent s w il l  be allowed ent ry int o t he school unt i l  7:20am  for  supervision purposes.

DISMISSAL

Bus dismissal will begin near 2:05p, with buses departing for the high school at 2:10p. Walkers, bicycle riders, student 

athletes, and parent pick-ups will be dismissed following bus departure, starting when buses have cleared the campus. 

If you are planning to pick up your child, please coordinate with them ahead of time so that they know where to meet 

you. Drivers should exercise caution during dismissal, as students exit the building, crossing to fields or parking lots.

EARLY DISMISSAL

If you need to pick up your student prior to the end of the school day, please send them into school with a note 

detailing the time you are planning to pick them up, and we will have them waiting in the office. You will need to come 

in to school to sign out your child. 

 



STAFFING UPDATES

Mt. Ararat Middle School is very excited to welcome the following new staff 

members:

Rob Horne, 7th Grade Special Services

Gordon Provost, 7th Grade Science--Team Androscoggin 

Candace Minkowsky, 6th - 8th Grade Special Services

Josh Hyssong, Band Director/General Music Teacher

We would like to extend our best wishes to Sandra White (8th Grade Special 

Services) in her retirement, to Nicole Karod as she pursues a two-year 

sabbatical with the Maine DOE, and to Amy White (8th Grade SS), Rachel 

Williams (Band), and Andreaska Jeffcoats (Special Services) as they pursue 

opportunities outside of MSAD 75.

We have some other moves to let you know about:

Major Wheelock has moved from Team Androscoggin Math to Team North 

Bay Science

Suyapa Yost has moved from Team Kennebec to Team North Bay

Peter Colesworthy has moved from 7th Math/Science to Team Androscoggin 

Math

Catherine Schofield has moved from Team North Bay to Team Kennebec

Sam Bernier has moved from Team Androscoggin to Team Casco

Kelly McCarthy has moved from Team North Bay to 8th Math/Science

We are so thankful to our teachers, paraprofessionals, and facilit ies staff for 

all the work they have done to get ready for the new school year!

 

CHORUS & BAND

It 's not too late! Any interested 

middle school student may opt to 

participate in band, chorus, or 

both! Rehearsals are scheduled 

during the school day. If you are 

interested in having your child 

participate in band or chorus, 

please use this FORM . If you have 

questions about these programs, 

please contact Renovia Day, 

MAMS Chorus Teacher or Josh 

Hyssong, MAMS Band Teacher. 

SCHOOL LUNCH

School breakfast and lunch 

continue to be free for all students. 

Students wishing to purchase a la 

carte items (chips, drinks, etc.) 

must have money in hand or on 

their My School Bucks account. For 

more information on Food Services 

including menus and the 

free-reduced lunch form, please 

click HERE or contact our Food 

Services Director, Paul Mil l iken . 

Please note that menus are subject 

to change with litt le to no notice 

due to supply chain issues. 
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SPORTS & CLUBSATTENDANCE

This is just a reminder to let 
families know that the school 
must track student attendance 
and mark a student?s absence 
either excused or unexcused. If 
your child will not be available 
for learning for one of the state 
excused reasons, please call the 
Main Office at 729-2950. If we 
do not receive a call from you, 
you will receive an automated 
call to let you know that we 
have marked your child absent. 
We do need you to call us back 
to inform us of the reason for 
your child?s absence. Without 
this information, we must mark 
your child?s absence unexcused. 
We thank you so much for your 
help in keeping our attendance 
records accurate!

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE AVAILABLE
RISK OF SELF-HARM?

If you and/or your child become 
aware of a student that may be at 
risk of self-harm when school is 
not in session, please DO NOT 
attempt to contact school 
personnel during this time.  Staff 
are not working at their desks and 
may not be checking email or 
voicemail during these times.  
Therefore, vital safety information 
could easily be missed and 
students could be placed at greater 
risk. Instead, please utilize THIS 
step-by-step guide for how a 
parent could respond to such a 
concern outside of school hours.  
This guide is placed prominently on 
our MAMS webpage, and was 
created in collaboration with local 
police, mental health providers, 
and the local Crisis Response 
Center.

We are very excited to be offering our full array of fall sports! Signs-ups for 

fall sports will be held the first week of school, August 29 through September 

1, and practices start soon after.  In the fall, the school sponsors 7th & 8th 

Grade Girls Soccer, 7th & 8th Grade Boys Soccer, 6th, 7th & 8th Grade Girls 

Field Hockey, and 6th, 7th & 8th Grade Boys & Girls Cross Country.  There is 

also a Tennis Club, run by a parent volunteer, a community-based Football 

Team, and many local rec. dept. options. For more information about 

athletics, please contact our part-time Athletic Director, Michele Crawford at 

craw fordm @link75.org or visit our At hlet ics page.  For parents interested 

in the other student clubs and activities that happen in our school, I will 

provide more information in my next update, as they typically do not get 

rolling until a few weeks into the year.

Parents can purchase voluntary student accident medical insurance 

protection through Liberty Mutual Insurance. Coverage options include full 

time (24 hours), school time, football (grades 9 ? 12), and dental. You can 

view more details about the plan or enroll on-line by  clicking HERE and 

scrolling down the Business Services page to the Student Accident Insurance 

documents.

MSAD No. 75 is not endorsing this plan. Other insurance companies provide 

similar coverage options for students.

NOTIFICATION OF POLICIES AND SCHOOL HANDBOOK

Every year, we are required to direct parents towards all our district policies, 
linked HERE in their entirety. The policies, created and approved by the 
publicly elected MSAD 75 Board of Directors, govern the general operation of 
the school system.  You are welcome to review any of these policies.  In 
addition, we have a published St udent  Handbook  that we review with 
students during the first weeks of school and we encourage parents to 
review it as well. 
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